
Donnington Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th May 2025 in the Stockbridge Parish Hall commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

Members present

Cllrs Mr Davenport, Mr Ellis, Ms McDougall, Mr Morris & Mr Padley, Mr Orr

In attendance: 
Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO), 


1.1.1.1.1.1. Election of Chairman and signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr Mr Morris was proposed and seconded for the role of Chairman for the forthcoming year.  It was RESOLVED to appoint Mr Morris as Chairman for the civic year 2025/26.  Mr Morris was invited to sign his Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took the Chair.

2.1.1.1.1.1. Public Question Time on matters on the Agenda:  
No members of the public were present.  

3.1.1.1.1.1. Election of Vice Chairman
Cllr Ms McDougall was proposed and seconded for the role of Vice Chairman for the forthcoming year.  It was RESOLVED to appoint Ms McDougall as Vice Chairman for the civic year 2025/26.  

4.1.1.1.1.1. Declarations of Members interests and dispensation requests
No interests were declared and no dispensation requests were received.

5.1.1.1.1.1. Apologies for Absence
Cllrs Mr Hitchin & Cllr Ms Gaymer gave their apologies.

6.1.1.1.1.1. Appointment of Members to serve on committees and areas of responsibility

	Planning Committee (4 members plus alternate)
	Heather McDougall
Jim Ellis
Paul Morris
Stuart Orr



	Finance Working Party (3 members)
	Simon Davenport
Paul Morris
Heather McDougall


	Playing Field Representative
	Anna Gaymer


	Chichester District Association of Local Councils representative

	Anna Gaymer

	Tree warden

	Simon Davenport

	Community Speedwatch liaison

	Heather McDougall

	
	

	Manhood Peninsula Partnership

Subgroup SWiSH
Subgroup GLaM
	Paul Morris


Stuart Orr
Simon Davenport


	Neighbourhood Policing Team liaison

	Paul Morris

	Community Partnership Initiative


	Mark Hitchin
Paul Morris






1.1.1.1.1.1. Report from Chichester District Councillors
A report had been circulated by ward member Cllr Mr Johnson prior to the meeting, which had been expanded upon by Cllr Mr Moss.  

2.1.1.1.1.1. Report from West Sussex County Councillor
Cllr Mrs Sharp had provided a report for the annual assembly which preceded this meeting.

3.1.1.1.1.1. Minutes of Previous meeting
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 10th March 2025 be approved and that the Chairman sign the same as an accurate record of the meeting.

4.1.1.1.1.1. Matters arising
4.1.1.1.1. None

5.1.1.1.1.1. Planning Matters
5.1.1.1.1. Planning Report – had been circulated.  The meeting noted the report.
5.2.1.1.1. To ratify all decisions taken under delegated authority dated 5th May 2021 in relation to planning matters.   It was RESOLVED to ratify all decisions.

6.1.1.1.1.1. Finance
6.1.1.1.1. To receive the Finance report from the Clerk.  It was RESOLVED to note the report. 

6.2.1.1.1. Approval of payments and authority to sign cheques including updated standing orders.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £12933.18  including £1233.01 VAT.   

6.3.1.1.1. Bank Reconciliations for March 2025 & April 2025 would be considered for 	approval by a Councillor outside the meeting. 


6.4.1.1.1. To appoint the Clerk as the RFO for the forthcoming year.  It was RESOLVED to 	     appoint the Clerk as the RFO for 2025/26


6.5.1.1.1. Appointment of an Internal Auditor for 2025/26 – it was RESOLVED to appoint     	     Smithe & Co as internal auditor for 2025/26.


6.6.1.1.1. Accounts for 2024/25 – the accounts for 2024/25 were presented to the Council 	    for approval.  The Clerk made the following observations:
6.6.1.1.1.1.1.1. Reserves stood at £46926, down slightly from £48575 the previous year.  A community reserve fund of £9034 was available, of which £4695 was earmarked for the Community Partnership Initiative with St George’s PCC. Unallocated reserves amounted to £7722.  CIL spending in the year had reduced funds available from £9274 to £7038.  It was possible some of this would be spent on a joint project with Apuldram Parish Meeting to improve footpath 179/1. A reserve for tree maintenance had been created in the year at £3000.  It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the accounts for 2024/25 


6.7.1.1.1. Internal Audit report for 2024/25 - the Clerk had circulated the internal audit 		   report for the year ended 31/3/25.  It was noted that there were no issues 	   raised by the internal auditor and members RESOLVED to note the report.

6.8.1.1.1. Annual Return – to consider the annual return circulated by the Clerk 

6.8.1.1.1.1.1.1. Consideration of Annual Governance Statements. It was RESOLVED to 	   APPROVE the Statements.
6.8.2.1.1.1.1.1. Consideration of Accounting Statements. It was RESOLVED to 		   APPROVE 	the Statements and the Chairman duly instructed to sign the 	   return indicating approval.


7.1.1.1.1.1. Community Infrastructure Levy
7.1.1.1.1. 	To receive an update on progress with an alteration to Footpath 179 			       (Apuldram) and to consider earmarking CIL funding for the project.  
	The Clerk reported that the Clerk for Apuldram Parish Meeting was 	leading on this project which would see the construction of an improved 	route for pedestrians accessing Apuldram Church from FP179/1.  At the 	moment a path had been established over time which involved walking in 	the road on a dangerous bend.  The Clerk for Apuldram Parish Meeting 	and WSCC had the agreement of the relevant landowner of theland  	adjoining FP179/1 to install an alternative path which would provide a 	safer route.  It was necessary to undertake a Road Safety Audit to 		support an application to WSCC for permission for the path.  Costs were 	likely to be in the region of £2500, and it was RESOLVED to delegate 	authority to the Chairman and Clerk to agree a contribution of up to 	£3000 to fund this work.
7.2.1.1.1. To consider any other projects raised by members for CIL spending.
     	 No projects were suggested.
7.3.1.1.1. To consider whether any new projects should be put for inclusion on the 			   Chichester District Council Infrastructure Business Plan.  
7.3.1.1.1.1.1.1. No new projects were proposed for the IBP, with the plan for the alterations to FP179/1 having already been included by Apuldram Parish Meeting.
.

8.1.1.1.1.1. New Lease for Wiston Avenue Playing Field
8.1.1.1.1. To consider entering into a new lease with West Sussex County Council for the Wiston Avenue playing field (report circulated).  Whilst the Council wanted to enter into a new lease on substantially similar terms to the old lease, It was RESOLVED to request that the amount proposed for rent be reviewed, given the size of the increase.  Cllr Mr Orr would supply figures to illustrate exact percentages.
 

9.1.1.1.1.1. Governance
9.1.1.1.1. To readopt revised Model Standing Orders (2018) Version 2 - April 2022, updated to reflect minor changes to regulations 14 & 18 (code of conduct and procurement regulations) It was RESOLVED to readopt revised Model Standing Orders (2018) Version 2 as amended.
9.2.1.1.1. To readopt the Financial Regulations adopted March 2020.  It was RESOLVED to readopt the financial regulations.
9.3.1.1.1.  To readopt the Code of Conduct adopted May 2021 – it was RESOLVED to readopt the Code of Conduct.
9.4.1.1.1. To readopt the Temporary Scheme of Delegation.  It was RESOLVED to adopt the Temporary Scheme of Delegation from the date of the meeting.

10.1.1.1.1.1. Reports from Outside Bodies
10.1.1.1.1. Manhood Peninsula Partnership and subgroups GLaM and SWISH (Cllrs Paul Morris/Jim Ellis).  
10.1.1.1.1.1.1.1. Minutes from the meetings had been circulated.

10.2.1.1.1. Manhood Peninsula Forum
10.2.1.1.1.1.1.1. No updates.

10.3.1.1.1. WSALC/CDALC (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
As Cllr Ms Gaymer was absent there was no report.

10.4.1.1.1. Birdham Traffic Group  - A286 (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
It was agreed that as the group did not appear to be making progress, Cllr Ms Gaymer would no longer report on the issue as a standing item.

10.5.1.1.1. Police Liaison Groups (Cllr Paul Morris) 
10.5.1.1.1.1.1.1.   The Clerk had attended a meeting on 6th May 2025.  The meeting had been brief but the NPT Inspector had reported that two vacancies for PC's for the area would be filled imminently.

11.1.1.1.1.1. Playing Field Representative Update (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
	No issues were reported.  The annual RoSPA inspection would take place in June.

12.1.1.1.1.1. Clerk’s report
	The Clerk explained that the Parish Hall and the playing field at Wiston Avenue had 	previously been accepted for the list of Assets of Community Value, meaning that the 	Council would have the opportunity to purchase them should they ever by sold.  The 	listing was valid for 5 years and coming to an end.  It was RESOLVED to renew the 	listing.
The meeting closed at 9.00pm               
Next meeting – 14th July 2025       
Signed   …………………………………………..     Date………………………………………
