Donnington Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th May 2024 in the Stockbridge Parish Hall commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

Members present

Cllrs Mr Ellis, Ms Gaymer, Mr Hitchin, Ms McDougall, Mr Morris & Mr Padley

In attendance: 
Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO), 
Cllr Adrian Moss – Chichester District Council
Cllr Simon Oakley – West Sussex County Council


1308. Election of Chairman and signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr Mr Morris was proposed and seconded for the role of Chairman for the forthcoming year.  It was RESOLVED to appoint Mr Morris as Chairman for the civic year 2024/25.  Mr Morris was invited to sign his Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took the Chair.

1309. Public Question Time on matters on the Agenda:  
No members of the public were present.  

1310. Election of Vice Chairman
Cllr Ms McDougall was proposed and seconded for the role of Vice Chairman for the forthcoming year.  It was RESOLVED to appoint Ms McDougall as Vice Chairman for the civic year 2024/25.  

1311. Declarations of Members interests and dispensation requests
No interests were declared and no dispensation requests were received.

1312. Apologies for Absence
Cllr Mr Davenport gave his apologies.

1313. Appointment of Members to serve on committees and areas of responsibilty

	Planning Committee (4 members plus alternate)
	Heather McDougall
Jim Ellis
Paul Morris
Eric Padley



	Finance Working Party (3 members)
	Simon Davenport
Paul Morris
Eric Padley


	Playing Field Representative
	Anna Gaymer


	Chichester District Association of Local Councils representative

	Anna Gaymer

	Tree warden

	Moira Strickland (non Councillor appointment)


	Peninsula Forum representative

	Jim Ellis

	Community Speedwatch liaison

	Heather McDougall

	Public Art working party
	Heather McDougall
Nicola Swann


	Manhood Peninsula Partnership

Subgroup SWiSH
Subgroup GLaM
	Paul Morris


Jim Ellis
Simon Davenport


	Neighbourhood Policing Team liaison

	Paul Morris

	Community Partnership Initiative


	Mark Hitchin
Paul Morris



























1314. Report from Chichester District Councillors
A report had been circulated by Cllr Mr Moss prior to the meeting.  He had discussed the report in more detail at the Annual Assembly which had preceded this meeting.  He added that there would be an emergency services exercise on Monday 20th May at the cathedral.  There could be traffic disruption.  If anyone was interested in watching the exercise that would be possible. 

1315. Report from West Sussex County Councillor
Cllr Mrs Sharp had sent her apologies and not submitted a report.  Cllr Simon Oakley was attending on behalf of Cllr Donna Johnson, who herself was substituting for Mrs Sharp.  A report had been provided to the Annual Assembly which preceded this meeting.

1316. Minutes of Previous meeting
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 11th March 2024 be approved and that the Chairman sign the same as an accurate record of the meeting.

1317. Matters arising
1317.1. None

1318. Planning Matters
1318.1. Planning Report – had been circulated.  The meeting noted the report.
1318.2. To ratify all decisions taken under delegated authority dated 5th May 2021 in relation to planning matters.   It was RESOLVED to ratify all decisions.

1319. Finance
1319.1. To receive the Finance report from the Clerk.  It was RESOLVED to note the report. 
1319.2. Approval of payments and authority to sign cheques including updated standing orders.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £8,567.00 including £448.18 VAT.   

1319.3. Bank Reconciliations for March 2024 & April 2024 would be considered for approval by a Councillor outside the meeting. 


1319.4. To appoint the Clerk as the RFO for the forthcoming year.  It was RESOLVED to appoint the Clerk as the RFO for 2024/25.


1319.5. Appointment of an Internal Auditor for 2024/25 – it was RESOLVED to appoint Smithe & Co as internal auditor for 2024/25.


1319.6. Accounts for 2023/24 – the accounts for 2023/24 were presented to the Council for approval.  The Clerk made the following observations:


1319.7. . Reserves stood at £48575, down from £54710 the previous year.  The reduction was due in the main to settlement of the invoice for the new play area equipment in April 2023.  A community reserve fund of £9058 was available, of which £4695 was earmarked for the Community Partnership Initiative with St George’s PCC. Unallocated reserves amounted to £13202.  Given the increase in Council expenditure in recent years, the Clerk suggested the Council increase its prudent reserve by £3000.  £9274 of CIL funds were still available to spend, some of which was earmarked for new noticeboards. It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the accounts for 2023/24 and to increase the prudent reserve by £3000 from unallocated reserves.


1319.8. Annual Return – to consider the annual return circulated by the Clerk 

1319.8.1. Consideration of Annual Governance Statements. It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the Statements.
1319.8.2. Consideration of Accounting Statements. It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the Statements and the Chairman duly instructed to sign the return indicating approval.


1320. Community Infrastructure Levy
1320.1. To receive an update on projects funded by or under consideration for funding through the Community Infrastructure Levy.  
1320.1.1. To review and approve an application for further s106 funding for repairs and improvements to Footpath 196/1.  It was RESOLVED to approve the application.  The Clerk was authorised to sign the application on behalf of the Council.
.
1320.1.2. Donnington Sculpture Garden – updates to the website were being designed as the final part of the Lead Artist’s work.  Further content was awaited.

1321. Emergency Plan for Donnington Parish
1321.1. Following on from the last Council meeting, the Clerk had prepared a draft new emergency plan for Donnington parish.  It was RESOLVED to approve the plan and the Clerk was asked to circulate copies to all Councillors, to place a copy on the Council’s website and attend to distribution as mentioned in the plan.  It was noted that St George’s PCC was in the process of signing up to Chichester District Council’s Memorandum of Understanding in order that the Parish Hall would be on the list of formal centres which could be used in an emergency.  The Clerk suggested publicising the plan on Facebook to encourage any local residents who would like to be volunteers in the event of an emergency to make themselves known to the Council. 

1322. Governance
1322.1. Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.  It was RESOLVED to readopt revised Model Standing Orders (2018) Version 2.  
1322.2. To readopt the Financial Regulations adopted March 2020.  It was RESOLVED to readopt the financial regulations.
1322.3.  To readopt the Code of Conduct adopted May 2021 – it was RESOLVED to readopt the Code of Conduct.
1322.4. To readopt the Temporary Scheme of Delegation.  It was RESOLVED to adopt the Temporary Scheme of Delegation from the date of the meeting.
1322.5. 
1323. Reports from Outside Bodies
1323.1. Manhood Peninsula Partnership and subgroups GLaM and SWISH (Cllrs Paul Morris/Jim Ellis).  
1323.1.1. Minutes from the meetings had been circulated.

1323.2. Manhood Peninsula Forum
1323.2.1. No updates.

1323.3. WSALC/CDALC (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
1323.3.1. Cllr Ms Gaymer had attended a meeting of CDALC which was a subgroup of the main group, tasked with looking at whether CDALC should split into North and South groups.  It was felt there was strength in numbers and a split could weaken that.  There were many common issues better addressed together.  There was a suggestion that parishes might take on some services that the district council currently provide, but might struggle to offer in future due to budget constraints.  There may be a survey to see what services Parish Councils might be willing to take on.


1323.4. Birdham Traffic Group  - A286 (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
1323.4.1. A meeting had taken place. The main issues were raised by Birdham PC and included consistency of speed limits on A286, condition of cycle and footpaths, the need for remarking lines on the roads.  There was discussion of the use of more 30mph repeater signs and mobile Speed Indicator Device units


1323.5. Police Liaison Groups (Cllr Paul Morris) 
1323.5.1. Meetings were due to recommence now a new Inspector had been appointed.


1324. Playing Field Representative Update (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
1324.1. Cllr Ms Gaymer was continuing her checks on the park and had cause to speak to some children who were trying to remove the goalposts.  The warmer weather and longer evenings had led to more groups using the park in the evenings and there was concern about antisocial behaviour.  Cllr Mr Morris and the Clerk would raise the issue of patrols by PCSOs at the next police liaison meeting.

1325. Clerk’s report
1325.1. New Noticeboards – the relevant license from WSCC was still awaited and had been chased again.  An individual within the Highways team was now dealing with the matter

1326. Confidential Business
1326.1. It was RESOLVED In accordance with s2 Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, to exclude members of the public and press for consideration of the following item owing to the confidential nature of the business. The item contains information considered confidential by virtue of Paragraph 14 of Part 4 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the authority holding that information).

1327. Tree Inspection
1327.1. Councillors considered a quotation for a tree inspection report on the condition of trees on land owned by the Council.  It was RESOLVED to accept the quotation, and to suspend Financial Regulation 11.1.h) requiring Council to strive to obtain 3 quotations for the work, as this work is considered to be safety critical to ensure there are no trees in a dangerous condition that need immediate attention.  This contractor had been recommended by the Council’s regular tree surgeon.  It was further RESOLVED to fund this expenditure from unallocated reserves and that consideration be given to setting up a dedicated reserve for future reports and any works required as a result of the report.

The meeting closed at 9.00pm               
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