Donnington Parish Council

Minutes of the ANNUAL Meeting of the Parish Council held on 15th May 2023 in the Stockbridge Parish Hall commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

Members present

Mr Hitchin, Mr Davenport, Mr Ellis, Miss McDougall & Mr Morris 

In attendance: Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO), 
Cllr Sarah Sharp – WSCC
Cllr Adrian Moss  - CDC
Cllr Stephen Johnson - CDC


1206. Election of Chairman and Signing of Declaration of Office
Cllr Mr Morris was proposed and seconded for the role of Chairman.  It was RESOLVED unanimously to elect him as Chairman for the civic year 2023/24.  Mr Morris signed his declaration of office.  

1207. Public Session
No members of the public were present.  

1208. Election of Vice Chairman
Cllr Miss McDougall was proposed and seconded for the role of Vice Chairman.  It was RESOLVED unanimously to elect her as Vice Chair for the civic year 2023/24.


1209. Apologies for absence
Ms Gaymer & Mr Padley 

1210. Declarations of Members interests and dispensation requests
No declarations or dispensation requests were received.


1211. Appointment of Members to serve on Committees, Working Parties, Advisory Groups, Outside Bodies and other areas of responsibility:

It was RESOLVED to make the following appointments for the Civic Year 2023/24:
	Planning Committee (4 members plus alternate)
	Heather McDougall
Jim Ellis
Paul Morris
Eric Padley



	Finance Working Party (3 members)
	Simon Davenport
Paul Morris
Eric Padley


	Playing Field Representative
	Anna Gaymer


	Chichester District Association of Local Councils representative

	Anna Gaymer

	Tree warden

	Moira Strickland (non Councillor appointment)
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	Peninsula Forum representative
	Jim Ellis

	Community Speedwatch liaison

	Heather McDougall

	Public Art working party
	Heather McDougall
Nicola Swann


	RAVEN noise reduction group

	Heather McDougall

	Neighbourhood Policing Team liaison

	Paul Morris

	Community Partnership Initiativie


	Mark Hitchin
Paul Morris


























1212. Report from Chichester District Councillors 
Cllr Adrian Moss reported that, following the election held on 4th May 2023, a new administration had taken control of the District Council.  The District Council’s annual meeting would be held on 17th May 2023, where cabinet posts and other positions would be announced along with the new administration’s plans for the district.


1213. Report from West Sussex County Councillor 
Cllr Mrs Sharp had supplied a report prior to the meeting (copy appended to the minutes).  She had attended training on community resilience.  The “What If…?” team had visited the Parish Council 5 years ago and offered further training, however this had not been taken up.  The Clerk said that the training had been suitable for larger parishes with more resources and suggested that something smaller scale would be more relevant.  
Cllr Mrs Sharp took questions on the Community Highways Scheme programme.  Cllr Ms McDougall raised the issue of the bus stop on Stockbridge Road (southbound out of Chichester), where the bus stop was accessed via grass rather than concrete.  This was causing problems for wheelchair users, and the infirm.  It was agreed that the Council would like to look to resolve this issue through a Community Highways Scheme application.  Cllr Mrs Sharp agreed to contact the Area Highways Manager for an initial discussion.  If this were favourable, Mrs Sharp suggested further evidence of community support be gathered by way of a petition.

1214. Minutes of Previous meeting
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 13th March 2023 be approved and that the Chairman sign the same as an accurate record of the meeting.

1215. Matters arising
None.



1216. Planning Matters
1216.1. Planning Report – had been circulated.  The meeting noted the report.
1216.2. To ratify all decisions taken under delegated authority dated 5th May 2021 in relation to planning matters.   It was RESOLVED to ratify all decisions.
1216.3. Infrastructure Levy Consultation – to consider whether to respond to the NALC questionnaire or Government consultation (briefing note circulated).  Members were concerned by Government proposals to introduce a new Infrastructure Levy which would collect contributions at the end of a development’s build rather than at outset. This could lead to default by developers and disputes as to the increased value of land on which the levy would be calculated.  Members also thought the proposal for District Councils to borrow against projected levy receipts to fund up-front infrastructure was too risky.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk write to the new Cabinet member for Planning to outline concerns and ask for our views to be taken into account in their response to the current consultation.

1217. Finance
1217.1. To receive the Finance report from the Clerk.  It was RESOLVED to note the report. 
1217.2. Approval of payments and authority to sign cheques including updated standing orders.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £13794.27 including £1744.40 VAT. Bank Reconciliations for March & April 2023 would be approved by a Councillor outside the meeting. 
1217.3. Appointment of Clerk as RFO for the forthcoming year.  It was RESOLVED to appoint the Clerk as RFO for the year 2023/24.
1217.4. Internal Audit Report 2022/23 & Clerk’s comments.  The Internal Audit report had been circulated to members. It was noted that there had been a minor error identified on the fixed assets register.  This had been corrected and there were no areas of concern.    The Council RESOLVED to note the report.
1217.5. Appointment of an Internal Auditor for 2023/24 & Approval of invoice for 2022/23 audit.   The Clerk advised that due to the increased number of transactions going through the Council’s books, the Internal Auditor would be raising her fee for 2023/24 to £150.  The Clerk had pointed out that the number of transactions in the financial year 2022/23 had been exceptional due to the Sculpture Garden project, but did feel a rise was overdue and that the increase was fair.  It was RESOLVED to appoint RS Hall & Co as Internal Auditor for 2023/24
1217.6. Accounts for 2022/23. Reserves stood at £54710, up from £52754 the previous year.  It was noted that reserves had been increased by receipt of £2667 in CIL funding.  CIL receipts from previous years amounting to £6690 had been spent on improvements to the play area (invoice settled 2023/24). A community reserve fund of £9752 was available, of which £4838 was earmarked for the Community Partnership Initiative with St George’s PCC. The invoice for the contribution for the new dishwasher would be settled in the new financial year.  A reserve of £1500 had been created in previous years to meet election costs, however as £9616 was unallocated it was proposed that the costs of the most recent election be met from these funds without recourse to the reserve which could be kept for future years. It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the accounts for 2022/23
1217.7. Annual Return – to consider the annual return circulated by the Clerk 
1217.7.1. Consideration of Annual Governance Statements. It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the Statements.
1217.7.2. Consideration of Accounting Statements. It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the Statements and the Chairman duly instructed to sign the return indicating approval.
1217.8. To appoint a new signatory to the Council’s bank accounts.  As Mr Fleming had not returned to the Council for the new civic term, a new signatory was required.  It was RESOLVED to remove Mr Fleming as a signatory and appoint Cllr Simon Davenport as a new signatory on the Council’s bank accounts.
1217.9. To consider quotations for insurance for the Council.  The Clerk had circulated 3 quotations for insurance.  Members discussed the three quotes which included two with 3 year long term agreement options.  It was RESOLVED to accept the BHIB quotation on a long term agreement basis.

1218. COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY
1218.1. To receive an update on projects funded by or under consideration for funding through the Community Infrastructure Levy.  
Work at the Playing Field to replace the slide and seesaw and to repair the surfacing had been completed, funded by the Council’s CIL receipts.  Further funds were available for other qualifying projects.

1219. GOVERNANCE
1219.1. Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.  It was RESOLVED to adopt revised Model Standing Orders (2018) Version 2 issued by NALC in April 2022.  
1219.2. To readopt the Financial Regulations adopted March 2020.  It was RESOLVED to readopt the financial regulations.
1219.3.  To readopt the Code of Conduct adopted May 2021 – it was RESOLVED to readopt the Code of Conduct.
1219.4. To readopt the Temporary Scheme of Delegation.  It was RESOLVED to adopt the Temporary Scheme of Delegation from the date of the meeting.
1219.5. To consider the adoption of the General Power of Competence.  A report outlining the scope of the GPC had been circulated. As the Council met the qualifying criteria it was RESOLVED to adopt the General Power of Competence for the civic term.
 
1220. PENINSULA FORUM UPDATE
1220.1. No meetings had taken place since the last Council meeting.

1221. PLAYING FIELDS RESPRESENTATIVE UPDATE
1221.1. Councillors were aware of the graffiti incident which had taken place at the Playing Field at Easter.  The matter had been reported to the police due to the racist nature of the graffiti.  The Clerk had contacted the parish’s PCSO again to request the area be included on patrols and for some engagement with the youths using the park at night.  She thanked the Councillors who had cleaned the graffiti for their hard work over the Easter period.
1221.2. The new play equipment had been successfully installed at the playpark and had been well received.

1222. S106 ARTS CONTRIBUTION UPDATE - To Receive A Verbal Update 
1222.1. Invoices were awaited in respect of the replacement bird and the final amount due to the artist.  

1223. Clerk’s report
1223.1. Removal of graffiti at the canal bridge – further to Sarah Sharp’s correspondence with National Highways it would be possible for a working party of Councillors/residents to clean the graffiti at the underpass.  There would be a cost involved, if paint and/or cleaning chemicals and equipment were necessary.  It was agreed that the Clerk should contact the Canal Trust members to seek permission for the work.  A risk assessment would need to be undertaken, and risks to footpath users and the environment taken into account.  Once these two items were in place National Highways could be contacted again with a finalised plan.  As there would be a cost for the paint and equipment needed for the work, it was RESOLVED that a budget of £600 be set aside from the Council’s reserves to cover the work.

1224. The meeting closed at 9.45pm               

Next meeting – 17th July 2023       
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