Donnington Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th May 2022 in the Stockbridge Parish Hall commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

Members present

Mr Hitchin (Chairman), Miss McDougall, Mr Fleming, Mr Morris

In attendance: Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO), 
Cllr Adrian Moss – CDC 
Cllr Penny Plant - CDC
Cllr Sarah Sharp - WSCC



1119 Election Of Chairman And Signing Of Declaration Of Acceptance Of Office
Cllr Mr Hitchin was proposed and seconded for the role of Chairman.  It was RESOLVED unanimously to elect him as Chairman for the civic year 2022/23.  Mr Hitchin signed his declaration of office.  

1120 Public Session
No members of the public were present.
 

1121 Election Of Vice Chairman
Cllr Miss McDougall was proposed and seconded for the role of Vice Chairman.  It was RESOLVED unanimously to elect her as Vice Chair for the civic year 2022/23.

1122 Apologies for absence
Miss Gaymer & Mr Padley gave their apologies.  Their reasons for absence were noted and accepted.

1123 Declarations of Members interests and dispensation requests
No further declarations or dispensation requests.

1124 Appointment Of Members To Serve On Committees And Areas Of Responsibility
It was RESOLVED to make the following appointments for the Civic Year 2021/22:
	Planning Committee (4 members plus alternate)
	Will Fleming
Heather McDougall
Paul Morris
Eric Padley



	Finance Working Party (3 members)
	Will Fleming
Paul Morris
Eric Padley


	Playing Field Representative
	Anna Gaymer


	Chichester District Association of Local Councils representative

	Anna Gaymer

	Stockbridge Parish Hall Management Committee

	Mark Hitchin

	Tree warden

	Moira Strickland (non Councillor appointment)

	Peninsula Partnership for Youth Work
	Anna Gaymer

	Peninsula Forum representative
	Paul Morris

	DonTAG representative
	Heather McDougall

	Public Art working party
	Will Fleming
Heather McDougall


	RAVEN noise reduction group
	Heather McDougall/Paul Morris


















1125 Report from Chichester District Councillors 
Written reports had been received from the Harbour Villages Ward Councillors, detailing activities at Chichester District Council during the Annual Electors meeting which preceded this meeting.  Copy appended to the minutes.  

1126 Report from West Sussex County Councillor 
Mrs Sharp had provided a full report at the Annual Electors meeting which preceded this meeting. 
Mrs Sharp reported that she had learnt during her first year as a County Councilllor that she had to be persistent to get things done.  Matters raised with her during the year from Donnington residents included flooding in gardens, parking zone issues, overgrown vegetation and noise and speeding on A27/A286.  She had been active in promoting a petition to try to get a reduction in the speed of traffic on A286 on the z bends around the entrance to the pizzeria.  
The canal towpath to Hunston had been closed for repairs during March/April and this had not been well publicised by the Canal Trust.  Mrs Sharp had a meeting with them to explain the need to involve the parish councils in the cascade of information to ensure a wider reach.  It was hoped there would be better liaison in future.  It was hoped that more footpath work would be included in the 2023/24 work programme, funded by s106 contributions associated with the Canal Walk development.
More widely in West Sussex, a new Transport Plan had been approved.  It would be reviewed annually as it did not demonstrate how net zero could be achieved by 2050.  A task and finish group had been set up to look at speed limits, lines & signs and the management of roadworks.  
The Community Hub established during the pandemic was still operational and could helping those in need in the community.  This included Afghan refugees and now this was being extended to the sponsors of Ukrainian refugees also.  
The Children’s Services department of WSCC had had a further OFSTED inspection and had been found to have improved overall and would not be taken over by a trust as had been threatened.  
Lastly, Mrs Sharp mentioned the work she had undertaken to address noise issues on the A27, through the foundation of the RAVEN group.  She reported that she had received word of a trial of 4 acoustic cameras across England and Wales and was able to put together a request to be part of the trial.  However, as there were 4 interested parties to bring together to sign off the application it was not clear it would be achievable in the short timescale given.  She was pleased that the group had made it to the attention of the promotors of the scheme, and said it showed the group had begun to make its presence felt.


1127 Minutes of Previous meeting
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 14th March 2022 be approved and be adopted by the Parish Council.  

1128 Declarations of Members interests and dispensation requests

1129 Matters arising
		None

1130  Planning Matters
1130.1 Planning Report – had been circulated.  The meeting noted the report.
1130.2 To ratify all decisions taken under delegated authority dated 5th May 2021 in relation to planning matters.   It was RESOLVED to ratify all decisions.

1131 Finance
1131.1 To receive the Finance report from the Clerk.  It was RESOLVED to note the report.
1131.2 Approval of payments and authority to sign cheques including updated standing orders.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £ 
1131.3 Appointment of Clerk as RFO for the forthcoming year.  It was RESOLVED to appoint the Clerk as RFO for the year 2022/23.
1131.4 Internal Audit Report 2021/22 & Clerk’s comments.  The Internal Audit report had been circulated to members. It was noted that there were no areas of concern.    The Council RESOLVED to note the report.
1131.5 Appointment of an Internal Auditor for 2022/23 & Approval of invoice for 2022/23 audit.   It was RESOLVED to appoint RS Hall & Co as Internal Auditor for 2022/23.  
1131.6 Accounts for 2021/22. Reserves stood at £52754, up from £51853 the previous year.  This is due to unspent Village Enhancement budget.  Going forward, this item has been combined with Parish Maintenance as separate projects were not identified for the spend this year. The reserves included a CIL reserve of £15964 generated by new housing in the Parish (to be spent by April 2023), and £1040 unspent New Homes Bonus grants.  A community reserve fund of £10,000 was available, which included £5,000 for the Community Partnership Initiative with St George’s PCC. During the year £162.00 had been spent supporting the Lunch Club.  £8412 was unallocated. It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the accounts for 2021/22
1131.7 Annual Return – to consider the annual return circulated by the Clerk 
1131.7.1 Consideration of Annual Governance Statements. It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the Statements.
1131.7.2 Consideration of Accounting Statements. It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the Statements and the Chairman duly instructed to sign the return indicating approval.
1131.8 To receive the Bank Reconciliations for March 2022 & April 2022. The reconciliations would be approved by a Councillor outside the meeting. 


1132 NEW HOMES BONUS AND COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY
1132.1 There were no further updates on the New Homes Bonus fund
1132.2 The meeting considered two quotes for tree and ground works required prior to installation of the public art.  It was RESOLVED to release funds from the CIL reserve and that the contract be awarded to Contractor B.  



1133 GOVERNANCE
1133.1 To receive and review the Council’s Risk Register for 2022/23.  The Clerk presented the Council with a revised Risk Register for 2022/23. It was RESOLVED to adopt the Risk Register for 2022/23
1133.2 Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.  It was RESOLVED to adopt revised Model Standing Orders (2018) Version 2 issued by NALC in April 2022.  
1133.3 To readopt the Financial Regulations adopted March 2020.  It was RESOLVED to readopt the financial regulations.
1133.4  To readopt the Code of Conduct adopted May 2021 – it was RESOLVED to readopt the Code of Conduct.
1133.5 To readopt the Temporary Scheme of Delegation.  It was RESOLVED to adopt the Temporary Scheme of Delegation from the date of the meeting.
 
1134 S106 ARTS CONTRIBUTION UPDATE - To Receive A Verbal Update 
1134.1 Artists had been selected following the closure of the Open Call period.  Their work had been presented at an open morning at The Hub, and had been well received.  Contracts were due to be issued which would allow the artists to develop their concept further initially.  It was RESOLVED to delegate the approval of the contracts and stage payments to the Working Party.

1135 Playing Fields Representative report
1135.1 Ms Gaymer was absent from the meeting.

1136 Peninsula Forum Report
1136.1 Mr Morris confirmed there had been no further meetings.  The next one was expected to be held in Selsey and discussion would centre around housing, A27 issues and planning matters.

1137 Clerk’s report
  
1137.1 Bus shelters – The Clerk had followed up the request for additional bus shelters in the Parish but, due to WSCC restrictions on siting bus shelters outside houses, and restrictions to ensure sight lines were maintained, none of the requested sites were suitable.

The meeting closed at 8.45pm               
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