Donnington Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th March 2025 in the Stockbridge Parish Hall commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

Members present

Cllrs Mr Davenport, Mr Ellis, Mr Hitchin, Ms Gaymer, Ms McDougall, Mr Morris & Mr Padley

In attendance: 
Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO), 
Cllr Adrian Moss – Chichester District Council
Cllr Richard Bates – Chichester District Council
Cllr Mrs Sarah Sharp (West Sussex County Council)

1384. Apologies for Absence
	Mr Orr

1385. Declarations of Members interests and dispensation requests
No interests were declared and no dispensation requests were received.

1386. Public Question Time on matters on the Agenda:  
No members of the public were present.

1387. Report from Chichester District Councillors
A written report had been circulated by the Chichester District Council ward councillors.  Members were asked to raise any questions after the meeting.  In addition to the matters contained in the report, Cllr Mr Bates advised that new recycling requirements for businesses were coming into effect in April, regarding packaging and food waste.  He had asked a question at a recent CDC full council meeting regarding the unreliable mobile phone signal in Chichester.  This was affecting the ability to pay to park on MiPermit, and could impact should an emergency call be necessary.  Cllr Mr Moss had answered this question as Leader of the Council.  He had been liaising with WSCC on this point but had little commitment from them to make improvements other than looking for sites where masts could be installed.  He intended to write to providers to raise the issue and a copy of the letter would be made available.

1388. Report from West Sussex County Councillor
Cllr Mrs Sharp had circulated a written report prior to the meeting.  This included a definitive date for the work to install hardstanding at the bus stop on Stockbridge Road (8th July) and details of proposals to install non-signalised two pedestrian crossings near the Selsey Tram roundabout, one on Stockbridge Road and one on St George’s Drive.  Proposals were at an early stage, and members were asked to give initial feedback on the idea.  Cllr Ms McDougall asked for improvements to the roundabout itself, as it was not raised and the white paint indicating a roundabout had all but disappeared.  A raised roundabout would be better to help drivers use it properly, meaning better safety for pedestrians.  Members expressed concerns that the proposed crossing for St George’s Drive might be too close to the roundabout itself and would not give sufficient time for vehicles turning left from Stockbridge Road to be aware of pedestrians using the crossing. There was also a request to keep the refuges if possible.  The whole project was subject to funding being found.   






1389. Minutes of Previous meeting
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 13th January 2025 be approved and that the Chairman sign the same as an accurate record of the meeting.

1390. Matters arising
1390.1. None

1391. Speed Indication Device – to receive a report from Cllr Ms McDougall on potential locations for a mobile Speed Indication Device

Cllr Ms McDougall presented a report on potential locations for a mobile Speed Indication Device for Donnington, following receipt of guidelines from WSCC of suitable locations.  Whilst she had identified a suitable location on St George’s Drive, there were practical considerations regarding a device as they could only be deployed for 2 weeks in any 3 month period.  The Council was in receipt of funds from a previous New Homes Bonus bid which had been awarded for the building of a store cupboard at the Parish Hall.  This had not been progressed despite backing from St George’s PCC for the original bid.  It would not be possible to store the device elsewhere, and therefore the first matter to be addressed was storage.  The Clerk agreed to raise this with St George’s PCC.  Cllr Mr Bates suggested the Clerk make contact with Fishbourne Parish Council, who had several devices.

1392. Planning Matters
1392.1. Planning Report – had been circulated.  The meeting noted the report.
1392.2. To ratify all decisions taken under delegated authority dated 5th May 2021 in relation to planning matters.   It was RESOLVED to ratify all decisions.

1393. Finance
1393.1. To receive the Finance report from the Clerk.  It was RESOLVED to note the report. 
1393.2. Approval of payments and authority to sign cheques including updated standing orders.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £2,674.73  including £129.03 VAT.
1393.3. To consider the reconciliations for January 2025 and February 2025 – Cllr Heather McDougall agreed to review the reconciliations outside the meeting.

1394. Community Infrastructure Levy
1394.1. To receive an update on projects funded by or under consideration for funding through the Community Infrastructure Levy.  
1394.2. Replacement of a bench on Grosvenor Road.  The Clerk explained that following the previous meeting Chichester District Council had been in contact to ask for any projects which might be suitable for s106 Sport and Leisure funding.  They were up against a tight deadline with funds being returned to the developer if unspent within a week.  The Clerk had been able to submit a successful bid for s106 funding and therefore the new bench would be paid for from s106 contributions rather than the parish CIL share if members agreed.  It was RESOLVED to ratify the decision to apply for s106 funding.  The Clerk had applied for a licence from WSCC for the new bench as it appeared that there was no licence for the existing bench.  The consultation period would end mid March.
1394.3. Cllr Mr Morris had received a request for additional seating in the bus shelter, which could be funded via CIL.  The Clerk agreed to contact the Council’s supplier for a price.

1395. Playing Field Representative Report
1395.1. Cllr Ms Gaymer gave the following report:  
There were no issues Ms Gaymer wished to raise.  Once the weather improved she intended to paint the goalposts.

1395.2. Update on the Playing Field lease – the Clerk advised that the playing field lease had expired and she was pursuing WSCC for a further lease.  The WSCC estates team were under a lot of pressure and delays were expected.


1396. Governance
1396.1. None

1397. Reports from Outside Bodies
1397.1. Manhood Peninsula Partnership and subgroups GLaM and SWISH (Cllrs Paul Morris/Jim Ellis).  
1397.1.1. Minutes from the meetings will be circulated.

1397.1.2. Manhood Peninsula Forum
1397.1.2.1. Minutes from the meeting will be circulated.

1397.1.3. WSALC/CDALC (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
1397.1.3.1. Minutes from the meeting will be circulated.  

1397.1.4. Birdham Traffic Group  - A286 (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
1397.1.4.1. No meetings held since last meeting

1397.1.5. Police Liaison Groups (Cllr Paul Morris) 
1397.1.5.1. The Clerk had attended one meeting where an update on operations had been given. She had raised the issue of the antisocial behaviour in Wiston Avenue and surrounding roads, and was pleased to hear this had been reported en masse by residents.  


1398. Clerk’s report
1398.1.1. VE & VJ Day commemoration – ideas had been requested for a commemoration.  The District Council were offering grants for suitable projects.  The Chairman suggested a tree at Grenville Gardens on the patch of land owned by the Council.  It was agreed to pursue an application.
1398.1.2. Devolution consultation – the Clerk had circulated information on the devolution consultation (strategic to Councillors who could respond in their personal capacity.  A Council response would be submitted to the plans for Local Government Reorganisation (to a unitary authority) when they were released.
1398.1.3. Antisocial behaviour and vandalism in the Parish – the Clerk had received details of incidents in Wiston Avenue/Graydon Avenue where cars had been damaged, back gardens accessed and damage caused and broken glass left on a patio.  After speaking to Cllr Ms Gaymer and residents, it appeared that the culprits were accessing Wiston Avenue through the field at the end of the road.  Contact had been made with the farmer with a view to improving security at the field, and it was agreed that Council should request that the gate be replaced, with barbed wire on top if necessary, and that the wooden fence adjacent to the Council’s park be repaired.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]In addition, it was suspected that alcohol was being purchased at the Esso garage on the A27 which was then being consumed by those responsible for the damage to property.  Councillors asked the Clerk to contact the PCSO to see if they could visit the garage to ensure appropriate age checks were being undertaken.
1398.1.4. Arrangements for the Annual Parish Assembly – this would take place prior to the next Full Council meeting, in the West Wing at 6.30pm.  Members of the public were encouraged to attend to hear about the achievements of the Council in the previous year.

The meeting closed at 9.00pm               
Next meeting – 12th May 2025       
Signed   …………………………………………..     Date………………………………………

Signed   …………………………………………..     Date………………………………………
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