Donnington Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th January 2025 in the Stockbridge Parish Hall commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

Members present

Cllrs Mr Davenport, Mr Ellis, Ms McDougall, Mr Morris, Mr Padley & Mr Orr

In attendance: 
Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO), 
Cllr Adrian Moss – Chichester District Council
Cllr Richard Bates – Chichester District Council
Cllr Mrs Sarah Sharp (West Sussex County Council)

1369. Apologies for Absence
	Mr Hitchin & Ms Gaymer.

1370. Declarations of Members interests and dispensation requests
No interests were declared and no dispensation requests were received.

1371. Public Question Time on matters on the Agenda:  
No members of the public were present.  

1343. Report from Chichester District Councillors
A written report had been circulated by the Chichester District Council ward councillors.  Members were asked to raise any questions after the meeting.  In addition to the matters contained in the report, Cllr Mr Moss raised three subjects
1.  Local Plan – the inspectors had delayed sending their letter of issues until the outcome of two local appeals was known as these would have impact on the plan.  Decisions at Stubcroft Farm and Crouchlands had now been received, each supporting the Council’s refusal reasons.  The letter outlining the Local Plan issues and/or concerns was due therefore at the end of January.  There would be a small consultation on the changes suggested.  It was noted that Horsham DC’s plan had been pulled half way through the inspection process.  The new NPPF will mean that there is a need to uplift the housing land supply to 6 years from 5 years on which the new Local Plan had been prepared.
2. The District Council’s budget would be presented to full council in March.  The government settlement had been received and would be multi year going forward.  Mr Moss said the budget would be balanced with a small surplus.
3. Local Government reorganisation/Devolution  - linked but separate processes whereby a new strategic authority would be formed covering 1.5m people.  Transport, Fire, Police and health were already Sussex wide and it made sense to include West and East Sussex County Councils plus Brighton and Hove City Council in one strategic authority bid.  The leaders of these organisations had written to central government to apply for a mayoral-led strategic authority on this basis.  The letter included a request to cancel the planned WSCC elections due in May 2025.  It was likely that a Sussex authority would be included in phase 2 of devolution as there had been no discussions about moving to a unitary authority to date.  A unitary authority needed to cover 500,000 people and Chichester District covers 125,000.  We would therefore need to join with other authorities.  Options are either a North/South split or East/West split.  Cllr Mr Moss favoured East/West.  It was still early days and no decisions had yet been made.  
Cllr Mr Bates reported an update to the Council’s minutes from the previous meeting regarding mobile phone signal in the area and reminded members of the report he had submitted.  Unfortunately the issue of signal was in the hands of private businesses and he urged anyone looking for a phone contract to check the OFCOM site where signal strength information could be found.

1344. Report from West Sussex County Councillor
Cllr Mrs Sharp had provided a written report, and wished to add that the reason for the potential cancellation of the County Council elections was because a consultation on joining a strategic authority would clash with the purdah period for the elections.  
Mrs Sharp drew attention to the road safety strategy consultation that was currently open and also urged anyone who used the roundabout at West Street to view a YouTube video about how the new roundabout arrangements would work.  Essentially pedestrians and bikes would take precedence.

1345. Minutes of Previous meeting
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 11th November 2024 be approved and that the Chairman sign the same as an accurate record of the meeting.

1346. Matters arising
1346.1. None

1347. Planning Matters
1347.1. Planning Report – had been circulated.  The meeting noted the report.
1347.2. To ratify all decisions taken under delegated authority dated 5th May 2021 in relation to planning matters.   It was RESOLVED to ratify all decisions.

1348. Finance
1348.1. To receive the Finance report from the Clerk.  The Clerk explained that the report was in a new format as she had been trialling a new accounting software package to streamline the accounting process.  It was RESOLVED to note the report. 
1348.2. Approval of payments and authority to sign cheques including updated standing orders.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £5548.19  including £349.07 VAT.
1348.3. To consider the reconciliations for November 2024 and December 2024 – Cllr Heather McDougall agreed to review the reconciliations outside the meeting.
1348.4.    Budget 2025/26 & Precept setting – the Clerk had circulated a draft budget and accompanying report to members.  This outlined the main reasons for an increase in the level of the proposed precept against last year’s figures.  Other than costs in line with inflation, the lowering of the threshold for NI had impacted the Council as the Clerk’s salary was now subject to NI.  In addition to the items listed, Cllr Mr Davenport asked that an allocation of £500 for tree planting be made from the Council’s unallocated reserves.  Cllr Ms McDougall asked that the local community be offered the opportunity to match fund this figure.  The Clerk confirmed that the Finance Working Party had reviewed the figures in the draft budget and were recommending a precept figure of £30,843 before the costs of additional software at £42pa were included.  Taking into account a further £42 for additional software, it was RESOVLED to approve the budget as presented, subject to the inclusion of £42 for software and allocations of £500 and £600 respectively from unallocated reserves for tree planting and a replacement laptop.  It was FURTHER RESOLVED to request a precept of £30,885 for FY2025/26.  This resulted in an increase on the previous precept of £1936 (6.7%).  
1348.5. Discretionary Grants Policy – further to a request made at the previous meeting, the Clerk had prepared a grants policy and application form to be used by the Council going forward.  It was RESOLVED to adopt the policy and form and for the documents to be placed on the Council’s website.
1348.6. Discretions Policy  - LGPS.  The Clerk had circulated a report outlining the need for a revised Discretions policy for the Council’s pension scheme, along with a proposed revised policy.  It was RESOLVED to adopt the revised document as the Council’s Discretions policy for 2025.

1349. Community Infrastructure Levy
1349.1. To receive an update on projects funded by or under consideration for funding through the Community Infrastructure Levy.  
1349.1.1. Noticeboards – the noticeboard at Southfields Close has now been installed.
1349.1.2.  – Footpath 196/1 – work was continuing on Footpath 196/1 to improve the surfacing.  Work had been completed in the week before Xmas and the path reopened.
1349.1.3.  – Replacement of a bench on Grosvenor Road.  The Clerk had circulated a report outlining the need for a replacement of the bench at the end of Grosvenor Road.  It was RESOLVED:  to purchase a new bench using CIL funding.  The decision on the type of bench would be delegated to the Clerk, Cllr Mr Morris and Cllr Mr Davenport with a budget of £1100.  Cllr Ms McDougall asked that the Council consider dedicating the bench once it was in situ.

1350. Playing Field Representative Report
1350.1. Cllr Ms Gaymer was absent from the meeting.


1351. Governance
1351.1. None

1352. Reports from Outside Bodies
1352.1. Manhood Peninsula Partnership and subgroups GLaM and SWISH (Cllrs Paul Morris/Jim Ellis).  
1352.1.1. Minutes from the meetings will be circulated.

1352.2. Manhood Peninsula Forum
1352.2.1. Minutes from the meeting will be circulated.

1352.3. WSALC/CDALC (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
1352.3.1. Minutes from the meeting will be circulated.  

1352.4. Birdham Traffic Group  - A286 (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
1352.4.1. No meetings held since last meeting

1352.5. Police Liaison Groups (Cllr Paul Morris) 
1352.5.1. The Clerk had attended one meeting where an update on operations had been given. 


1353. Clerk’s report
1353.1. None.

The meeting closed at 9.00pm               
[bookmark: _GoBack]Next meeting – 10th March 2025       
Signed   …………………………………………..     Date………………………………………

Signed   …………………………………………..     Date………………………………………
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