Donnington Parish Council Discretionary Grant Policy
1. Introduction
1.1 This policy outlines the procedures and principles for awarding discretionary grants by the Donnington Parish Council.
1.2 The aim of the discretionary grant scheme is to support local organisations, groups, or initiatives that provide a benefit to the community and align with the parish council’s objectives.
1.3 Grants are awarded at the discretion of the parish council and are subject to available budgetary provisions.
2. Objectives
2.1 To support activities or projects that contribute positively to the well-being, cohesion, and development of the Donnington parish community.
2.2 To enable local organisations and groups to deliver projects, events, or initiatives that align with the needs of Donnington residents.
2.3 To provide financial assistance where other funding sources are limited or unavailable.
3. Eligibility Criteria
3.1 Applications are welcomed from:
- Local community groups or organisations.
- Registered charities.
- Non-profit organisations.
- Voluntary groups.
3.2 Projects or activities must:
- Benefit residents of Donnington parish.
- Be delivered within the parish or directly benefit its residents.
3.3 The following are not eligible:
- Applications from individuals.
- Political, religious, or campaigning activities, unless it benefits the broader community.
- Retrospective funding for projects or events already completed.
- Commercial or profit-making organisations.
4. Application Process
4.1 Applications must be submitted using the official Discretionary Grant Application Form, which is available on the Donnington Parish Council’s website or by request from the Clerk.
4.2 Completed application forms must include:
- Details of the organisation and project.
- The amount of funding requested.
- A breakdown of costs and supporting quotes or estimates.
- Evidence of additional funding sources (if applicable).
- A copy of the organisation’s constitution, recent accounts, or financial statement.
- A demonstration of community benefit.
[bookmark: _GoBack]4.3 Applications must be submitted by 3st October for consideration at the next Donnington Parish Council meeting.
5. Assessment Process
5.1 Applications will be assessed by the parish council based on:
- Evidence of community benefit.
- Financial need and sustainability of the project.
- Availability of council funds.
5.2 Decisions will be made at Donnington Parish Council meetings and recorded in the minutes.
5.3 The council reserves the right to:
- Request further information or clarification.
- Partially fund a project or request additional funding sources.
- Reject applications that do not meet eligibility criteria.
6. Conditions of Funding
6.1 Successful applicants must:
- Use the grant for the purposes specified in the application.
- Provide evidence of how the grant was spent (e.g., receipts, photos, or a written report) if requested.
- Acknowledge the Donnington Parish Council’s support in any publicity materials.
6.2 Unspent funds must be returned to the parish council.
6.3 Failure to comply with the terms and conditions may result in the organisation being ineligible for future funding.
7. Budget and Review
7.1 The parish council will consider allocating an annual budget for discretionary grants as part of its financial planning.
8.2 This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure it remains fit for purpose.
9. Contact Information
9.1 For queries or assistance with applications, please contact:
Clerk to the Donnington Parish Council
clerk@donningtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
07752248905
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