Donnington Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th September 2024 in the Stockbridge Parish Hall commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

Members present

[bookmark: _GoBack]Cllrs Mr Ellis, Mr Hitchin, Ms McDougall, Mr Morris & Mr Padley

In attendance: 
Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO), 
Cllr Adrian Moss – Chichester District Council
Cllr Richard Bates – Chichester District Council
Cllr Mr Simon Oakley (West Sussex County Council)

1340. Apologies for Absence
Cllrs Mr Davenport, Ms Gaymer & Mr Orr gave their apologies.

1341. Declarations of Members interests and dispensation requests
No interests were declared and no dispensation requests were received.

1342. Public Question Time on matters on the Agenda:  
No members of the public were present.  

1343. Report from Chichester District Councillors
A written report had been circulated that day by the Chichester District Council ward councillors.  Members were asked to raise any questions after the meeting.  In addition to the matters contained in the report, Cllr Mr Moss wished to remind members that that the local plan examination had been set for 5 days, commencing 1st October 2024.  Documents including the agenda would be included on the website.  Members of the public are able to attend the hearing, however the event would also be livestreamed.
Cllr Mr Moss updated members on outstanding enforcement matters at Crooked Mead Farm.  There were 7 outstanding matters and one further matter had been raised for investigation.  Mr Moss was speaking with enforcement officers.
Cllr Mr Bates reported to the meeting that during his visit to Apuldram WWTW, he and other members had been told that there was no capacity at either Apuldram or Tangmere.  As a member of the Planning Committee, he had raised this during the debate on an application which would connect to Tangmere.  As a result, the application had been deferred for discussion with the applicant with a view to reducing the number of homes to be built.
Members asked questions regarding possible spills of sewage into the harbour, and whether there was any update on “monitor and manage” in the local plan.

1344. Report from West Sussex County Councillor
Cllr Mr Oakley mentioned WSCC’s Flood Risk Management survey, which closed at the end of September.
Nature Recovery Strategy – the first stage survey had been completed and guidance from central government on next steps.  Biodiversity Net Gain regulations were applicable to new developments after 4th April 2024.
WSCC were awaiting information as to what roads might be improved following the cancellation of the Arundel bypass.  Information was also awaited on funding for walking and cycling infrastructure.  WSCC have plans but no funding information.
WSCC would be responding to the consultation on changes to the NPPF.  His concern was that an uplift in transport, education and other infrastructure would be required.  
WSCC were encouraging parents to ensure vaccinations were taken up, particulary in respect of whooping cough.  Secondary school admissions would close on 31st October.  Electric blanket testing was being offered.  He reminded members of the youth cabinet which met regularly to discuss matters of interest to them.  Particular concern had been raised around knife crime.
Cllr Mrs McDougall raised the issue of the recent resurfacing of an area at the junction of Terminus Road and Stockbridge Road.  The area was subject to regular flooding and the recent resurfacing had made the position much worse for pedestrians, with the crossing recently being taped off and unusable.  Mrs McDougall asked whether the work was supposed to improve drainage or just the surface.  Mr Oakley confirmed it was just the surface.  He encouraged residents and members to report the matter to raise the profile.

1345. Minutes of Previous meeting
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 8th July 2024 be approved and that the Chairman sign the same as an accurate record of the meeting.

1346. Matters arising
1346.1. None

1347. Planning Matters
1347.1. Planning Report – had been circulated.  The meeting noted the report.
1347.2. To ratify all decisions taken under delegated authority dated 5th May 2021 in relation to planning matters.   It was RESOLVED to ratify all decisions.
1347.3. Response to Revisions to National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) To consider whether to respond to the consultation and in what terms.  A report had been circulated by the Clerk setting out the possible implications of the proposed changes to the National Planning Policy Framework, and circulating a briefing note from WSALC and the draft response of Chichester District Council.  Members were asked to consider whether the Council should respond at all, and on what terms, including whether to endorse Chichester District Council’s draft response.  RESOLVED:  to delegate to the Clerk to submit a report in similar terms Chichester District Council’s draft response.  Members asked in particular that the following matters be included:
· waste water, 
· A27 impact of new housing
· Transport infrastructure
· Expansion to include infrastructure providers as statutory consultees (in particular Southern Water)

1347.4. 20s Plenty Update – to receive a report from the Clerk regarding the 20s Plenty project.  The Clerk had circulated a report updating on progress with the project, in the absence of Cllr Mr Davenport.  Members discussed the Facebook survey results and comments which had been seen, and in particular noted that there were many comments which were not supportive.  Members also had also had feedback that more clarity on the proposals was required before a meaningful response to the consultation could be given.  It was felt that the survey should be rerun with these details and the matter then further discussed at Council, at a time when Cllr Mr Davenport would be present.  Members did not feel the time was right to publicise the matter through Donnington Connected.


1348. Finance
1348.1. To receive the Finance report from the Clerk.  It was RESOLVED to note the report. 
1348.2. To consider the reconciliations for July 2024 and August 2024 – Cllr Heather McDougall agreed to review the reconciliations outside the meeting.
1348.3. Approval of payments and authority to sign cheques including updated standing orders.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £4516.52 including £291.50 VAT.   
1348.4. To consider the renewal of the phone and broadband contract for the Village Hall (quotation circulated).  The fixed term for the broadband and phone contract had expired and costs escalated.  A new price with BT of £49.95pm for Superfast Enhanced and Digital Line on a 24 month contract. This represents an increase of £5.80pm. Whilst there are cheaper providers offering low rates to attract new customers, continuing with BT will not require any change to the hardware in the hall, which has previously proved difficult.  RESOLVED:   to accept the quotation.

1349. Community Infrastructure Levy
1349.1. To receive an update on projects funded by or under consideration for funding through the Community Infrastructure Levy.  
1349.1.1. Noticeboards – the Clerk updated the Council on the procurement of 2 new noticeboards for the Parish.  In the case of the replacement board for the one which had previously been attached to the old (wooden) bus shelter, a licence was finally received for the proposed site.  However, when obtaining quotes for installation, a review of infrastructure in the ground revealed that the chosen site was not suitable and the board could only be installed very close to the boundary wall of the property next to the site.  This was considered inappropriate.  Cllr Ms McDougall identified a board which could be attached to the new bus shelter (a timetable case) and this was felt to be a very suitable alternative and has been ordered.  The second board was to be sited at the Donnington Sculpture Garden.  This site is suitable in terms of infrastructure.  The Clerk has been negotiating a quote for installation of the one board and will order it shortly.  Both boards will be paid for from CIL funds.  

1350. Playing Field Representative Report
1350.1. The Annual RoSPA report had been received and circulated to all members.  The Clerk would ask Ms Gaymer for her thoughts and hopefully they would meet to discuss any work required.  It was noted that there was a need for more wood chippings.

1351. Governance
1351.1. None

1352. Reports from Outside Bodies
1352.1. Manhood Peninsula Partnership and subgroups GLaM and SWISH (Cllrs Paul Morris/Jim Ellis).  
1352.1.1. Minutes from the meetings will be circulated.

1352.2. Manhood Peninsula Forum
1352.2.1. Minutes from the meeting will be circulated.

1352.3. WSALC/CDALC (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
1352.3.1. Minutes from the meeting will be circulated.

1352.4. Birdham Traffic Group  - A286 (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
1352.4.1. No meetings held since last meeting

1352.5. Police Liaison Groups (Cllr Paul Morris) 
1352.5.1. Meetings had taken a break over summer but would recommence shortly.



1353. Clerk’s report
1353.1. The tree survey commissioned following the May meeting had been circulated to members.  Work had been identified to be done, and the Clerk was looking for quotes. Cllr Ms McDougall asked that the condition of the trees in front of The Aylings (land which was owned by the Parish Council) and the trees adjacent to the small piece of land at Waterside Drive maintained by the Council be added to the inspection schedule.


The meeting closed at 8.50pm               
Next meeting – 11th November 2024       
Signed   …………………………………………..     Date………………………………………

Signed   …………………………………………..     Date………………………………………
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