Donnington Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th November 2024 in the Stockbridge Parish Hall commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

Members present

Cllrs Mr Davenport, Mr Ellis, Ms Gaymer, Mr Hitchin, Ms McDougall, Mr Morris & Mr Orr

In attendance: 
Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO), 
Cllr Adrian Moss – Chichester District Council
Cllr Richard Bates – Chichester District Council
Cllr Mrs Sarah Sharp (West Sussex County Council)

1354. Apologies for Absence
Mr Padley

1355. Declarations of Members interests and dispensation requests
Cllr Mr Morris had an interest in a payment to be approved at agenda item 1362.2 
No other interests were declared and no dispensation requests were received.

1356. Public Question Time on matters on the Agenda:  
No members of the public were present.  

1343. Report from Chichester District Councillors
A written report had been circulated that day by the Chichester District Council ward councillors.  Members were asked to raise any questions after the meeting.  In addition to the matters contained in the report, Cllr Mr Moss commented that the Local Plan examinations were ongoing and the District Council was reasonably happy with progress.  The housing number had been debated, but National Highways had moved back from their position of supporting the lower number proposed due to infrastructure constraints, including the A27.  The plan proposes 450dpa vs the original target of 635dpa.  
Cabinet had recommended funding continue for VAAC, the charity sector organisation for Arun and Chichester.  Funding was provided jointly with Arun District Council, who were due to consider the matter at a meeting shortly.  
The leisure management procurement process had been agreed as the contract with Everyone Active for the management of the Westgate Leisure Centre, The Grange and Southbourne centres was due for renewal.  Members asked whether this might lead to a change in approach around booking vs walk-up customers, particularly in relation to the swimming pool.  Cllr Mr Moss agreed to bring the issue to the attention of the cabinet member with oversight of the current contract.
Cllr Ms McDougall asked Cllr Mr Moss if CDC had made any progress raising the lack of mobile signal in the city centre.  Mr Moss was intending to write to WSCC about the issue and hoped that new cabling could be installed as part of the refurbishment of East Street and North Street that was proposed.

1344. Report from West Sussex County Councillor
Cllr Mrs Sharp had provided a written report, including 3 responses to matters raised by the Clerk.  A list of consultations which might be of interest to members was also provided.

1345. Minutes of Previous meeting
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 9th September 2024 be approved and that the Chairman sign the same as an accurate record of the meeting.

1346. Matters arising
1346.1. None

1347. Planning Matters
1347.1. Planning Report – had been circulated.  The meeting noted the report.
1347.2. To ratify all decisions taken under delegated authority dated 5th May 2021 in relation to planning matters.   It was RESOLVED to ratify all decisions.
1347.3. Response to Southern Water revised draft Water Resource Management Plan (WRMP) Consultation.  Cllr Mr Davenport had asked for this item to be placed on the agenda.  After discussion it was agreed that members should comment individually on the consultation.

1348. Finance
1348.1. To receive the Finance report from the Clerk.  It was RESOLVED to note the report. 
1348.2. Approval of payments and authority to sign cheques including updated standing orders.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £5404.15 including £150.16 VAT.
1348.3. To consider the reconciliations for September 2024 and October 2024 – Cllr Heather McDougall agreed to review the reconciliations outside the meeting.
1348.4.    External audit 2023/24– to receive a report from the Clerk.  The Clerk had circulated a report confirming the External audit for 2023/24 had been successfully completed.  The Council’s external auditor had commented on a £1 difference in the figures that was accounted for by rounding.  The Clerk would review practice guidance for the following year.  It was RESOLVED to note the report.
1348.5. To consider applications for discretionary grants for FY2024/25.  The Clerk had circulated a report detailing the applications received for 2024/25.  It was RESOLVED to make the following payments:
Manhood Wildlife & Heritage Group - £120
Citizens Advice Bureau - £125
Tylers Trust - £100
It was further agreed to prepare a discretionary grants policy and application form for future years.


1348.6. Budget 2025/26.  The Clerk requested full costings for any projects which Councillors wished to have considered for the 2025/26 budget.  The Finance Working Party would meet to agree a draft budget for presentation to the Full Council in January 2025.

1349. Community Infrastructure Levy
1349.1. To receive an update on projects funded by or under consideration for funding through the Community Infrastructure Levy.  
1349.1.1. Noticeboards – the timetable case had been installed and was in use in the bus shelter.  The noticeboard for the Sculpture Garden area had been ordered.
1349.1.2.  – Footpath 196/1 – work was continuing on Footpath 196/1 to improve the surfacing.  This was being funded through s106 contributions.

1350. Playing Field Representative Report
1350.1. Following on from the Tree Inspection, the immediate work required in the Playing Field was being undertaken.  The chippings from the branches removed had been placed around the climbing frame.





1351. Virtual Meetings Consultation
1351.1. The government are consulting on introducing powers for parish council members to apply to the relevant authority for a dispensation to attend formal council meetings remotely and vote by proxy in certain circumstances.  The Council is invited to submit a response to the consultation.  Following debate on the merits of virtual attendance and proxy voting, the Council concluded it was in favour of virtuaI attendance as this would increase the range of people who could become Councillors.  However, it was not in favour of proxy voting as it felt it was important for members to listen to the debate before voting to avoid accusations of predetermination.  The Clerk was asked to summarise this in a response to the consultation.  

1352. Governance
1352.1. None

1353. Reports from Outside Bodies
1353.1. Manhood Peninsula Partnership and subgroups GLaM and SWISH (Cllrs Paul Morris/Jim Ellis).  
1353.1.1. Minutes from the meetings will be circulated.

1353.2. Manhood Peninsula Forum
1353.2.1. Minutes from the meeting will be circulated.

1353.3. WSALC/CDALC (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
1353.3.1. Minutes from the meeting will be circulated.  Mark Mulberry & Co will no longer be supporting WSALC from 31/12/24.  We await full details of the replacement for this service.

1353.4. Birdham Traffic Group  - A286 (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
1353.4.1. No meetings held since last meeting, but a request had been made by Apuldram parish to help move their SID.  Cllr Mr Orr was happy to put his name forward.

1353.5. Police Liaison Groups (Cllr Paul Morris) 
1353.5.1. Meetings had taken a break over summer but would recommence shortly.
[bookmark: _GoBack]

1354. Clerk’s report
1354.1. Tree inspection remedial work had been carried out on 7th & 8th November 2024,

The meeting closed at 8.50pm               
Next meeting – 13th January 2025       
Signed   …………………………………………..     Date………………………………………

Signed   …………………………………………..     Date………………………………………
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