Donnington Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on 8th January 2024 in the Stockbridge Parish Hall commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

Members present

Mr Davenport, Mr Ellis, Ms Gaymer, Mr Hitchin, Ms McDougall, Mr Morris (Chairman) & Mr Padley 

In attendance: 
Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO), 
Cllr Adrian Moss – Chichester District Council
Cllr Richard Bates – Chichester District Council
Cllr Simon Oakley – West Sussex County Council


1277. Apologies for Absence
None.
		

1278. Public Question Time on matters on the Agenda:  
No members of the public were present.  

1279. Declarations of Members interests and dispensation requests
No interests were declared and no dispensation requests were received.

1280. Report from Chichester District Councillors
A report had been circulated by Cllr Mr Moss prior to the meeting, copy attached to the hard copy minutes.  Mr Moss highlighted a few issues from the report. District Council members had agreed to change the start time of Full Council meetings to 6pm from 2pm.  It was hoped this would encourage more members of the public to attend.  Car parking charges were being increased by inflation and some very central car parks would start charging after 6pm (Avenue de Chartre and Cattlemarket car parks would remain free after 6pm).  There were difficult decisions in the financial years ahead.  A budget review group was monitoring the situation, with 2026/27 looking problematic.  A recommendation on Council Tax levels would go to Cabinet in February and it was likely that an increase of the maximum (4.99%) without the risk of a referendum would be sought.

Members asked questions of the District Council representatives regarding the future of the House of Fraser building and the regeneration strategy for Chichester.  Mr Moss explained that the House of Fraser, Old Post Office and Belle Isle sites were in private ownership and the District Council was actively seeking plans for the future from the owners.

Cllr Ms McDougall asked for an update on the proposals for “monitor and manage” in relation to the transport element of the local plan.  Mr Moss explained that the Parish’s concerns around the process had been taken on board but that officer time was being spent getting the final issues on the Plan resolved prior to submission.  He would provide an update as soon as possible.

The Corporate Plan would be presented to Cabinet the following day.

Members asked for further clarification on the update to the NPPF and the impact on Chichester district.  The good news was that for those with a plan at Reg 19 or beyond, demonstration of a 4 year housing land supply would be sufficient to avoid the tilted balance being applied to planning decisions.  

1281. Report from West Sussex County Councillor
Cllr Mrs Sharp had sent her apologies and not submitted a report.  Cllr Mr Oakley was in attendance and gave a verbal report.  He explained the pressures on the County Council budget from adult services due to an aging population, and to SEN provision in schools.  A proposal being considered to provide more spaces was to move the Jessie Younghusband school in Chichester to the new estate west of Chichester and allow St Anthony’s school to expand into the vacated site.  This was out for public consultation.  
Potholes and road condition continued to be an issue with the recent flooding and imminent cold weather likely to cause further deterioration.  The Highways team were looking at new ways to fill holes to give a longer life to the repairs.  Mr Oakley commented that many of the roads in the area had not been designed with larger modern vehicles in mind and were suffering as a result.
The County Council had received notification before Xmas of the government funding settlement and was working through the figures.  It was assumed that WSCC would request the maximum allowable council tax increase at 4.99%.
Mr Oakley explained that a report was due into options for the paving in the city centre.  It was expensive to maintain.  Replacing it could save money in the longer term and the work would allow fibre optic cables to be installed at the same time which would benefit the shops.  

Members asked about plans for vehicle charging points.  WSCC’s partner was Connected Kerb and they were installing points on street where residents had no objections.  There had been concerns with loss of parking bays.  CDC would be installing more chargers as part of the Northgate Car Park plans.


1282. Minutes of Previous meeting
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 13th November 2023 be approved and that the Chairman sign the same as an accurate record of the meeting.

1283. Matters arising
1283.1. Dog Control signage – an additional sign had been purchased and installed on the gate at the Grenville Gardens entrance to the playing field.
1283.2. Tree work at The Aylings had been completed at a cost of £385.  This had been agreed by the Chairman and Clerk under their delegated authority.

1284. Planning Matters
1284.1. Planning Report – had been circulated.  The meeting noted the report.
1284.2. To ratify all decisions taken under delegated authority dated 5th May 2021 in relation to planning matters.   It was RESOLVED to ratify all decisions.

1285. Finance
1285.1. To receive the Finance report from the Clerk.  It was RESOLVED to note the report. 
1285.2. Approval of payments and authority to sign cheques including updated standing orders.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £2403.69 including £45.16 VAT. 
1285.3. Bank Reconciliations for November 2023 & December 2023 would be considered for approval by a Councillor outside the meeting. 
1285.4. Budget 2024/25 – To consider a recommendation from the Finance Working Party proposing a budget for 2024/25 – paper and draft budget circulated.  The Clerk outlined the proposed budget for the following year and the options outlined in the Working Party report were discussed.  It was RESOLVED to approve the budget as proposed with the release of £825 from reserves (being half of the amount outlined in the Clerk’s report on the budget).  
1285.5. Precept 2024/25 – to set the precept for 2024/25.  Having implemented the resolution of the Council at 1285.4, It was RESOLVED to request a precept of £28919 for the next financial year.  This was a 5.7% increase on the previous year.
1285.6. Appointment of additional signatory – to appoint Cllr Mr Morris as an additional signatory to the bank account. It was RESOLVED to add Mr Morris as a signatory.  It was also resolved to remove Cllrs Mr Fleming & Mr Ridd who still appeared on the mandate, along with former employee Mrs Pearce.

1286. Community Infrastructure Levy
1286.1. To receive an update on projects funded by or under consideration for funding through the Community Infrastructure Levy.  
1286.1.1. Improvements to canal towpaths – to approve the signature of a s106 agreement from Chichester District Council.  It was RESOLVED to approve the document and the Clerk was authorised to sign it on behalf of the Council.
.
1286.1.2. Donnington Sculpture Garden – updates to the website were being designed as the final part of the Lead Artist’s work.  Further content was awaited.

1287. Reports from Outside Bodies
1287.1. Manhood Peninsula Partnership and subgroups GLaM and SWISH (Cllrs Paul Morris/Jim Ellis).  

1287.2. Manhood Peninsula Forum
1287.2.1. No updates.

1287.3. WSALC/CDALC (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
1287.3.1. No updates
[bookmark: _GoBack]
1287.4. Birdham Traffic Group  - A286 (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
1287.4.1. No updates

1287.5. Police Liaison Groups (Cllr Paul Morris) 
1287.5.1. None


1288. Playing Field Representative Update (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
1288.1. More graffiti had been found at the park, burned into the table.  It was possible to turn over the struts and this would be done this week.  It was agreed that due to the nature of the graffiti, this would be reported to the police.
1288.2. There was discussion as to whether there might be a gap in the fence leading to indivduals accessing the garage on A27.  Ms Gaymer would investigate and report back.

1289. Governance
No matters required attention.

1290. Clerk’s report
1290.1. New Noticeboards – the owners of the wall at Stockbridge Place where a Parish Council noticeboard had been mounted for several years had asked for it to be removed as it did not have permission.  The board had been removed.  This left only the board outside the Co-Op.  The Clerk suggested that the wooden noticeboards were at the end of their useful life and should be replaced with metal ones which were more modern and long lasting.  It was suggested that 2 boards be installed, one close to the Parish Council bus shelter (a licence had been requested from WSCC for a suitable site) and another on the Council’s land at Southfields Close.  The costs of the noticeboards could be met through CIL funds held.  Initial investigations put the cost of each board at around £1200.  There would also be installation costs.  It was resolved to allow a spend of up to £3000 on the project, and the decision on design and exact location would be delegated to Cllr Ms McDougall in consultation with the Clerk.

1290.2. Tree work at Footpath 181/1 (Parish Council owned land to the rear of the Chichester Grange site).  A tree had fallen through a fence and into a private garden as a result of adverse weather conditions during Storm Henk.  The Clerk and Chairman had approved the removal of the tree and repair of the fence under emergency powers.  The Council noted the approval of the repair costs.  Previously, work had been undertaken to cut back overgrowing branches at the same property, however due to the presence of nesting birds one tree had not been cut back.  The Clerk sought permission to incur further expenditure in arranging for these trees to be cut back at the same time as the removal of the fallen tree.  It was agreed that a further spend of up to £500 could be incurred.

1291. Correspondence
1291.1. There was no further correspondence to discuss.

The meeting closed at 9.00pm               
Next meeting – 11th March  2024       
Signed   …………………………………………..     Date………………………………………

Signed   …………………………………………..     


Date………………………………………
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