Donnington Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th September 2023 in the Stockbridge Parish Hall commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

Members present

Mr Ellis, Mr Hitchin, Ms McDougall, Mr Morris (Chairman) & Mr Padley 

In attendance: 
Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO), 
Cllr Richard Bates – Chichester District Council


1242. Apologies for Absence
Mr Davenport, Ms Gaymer, Mr Moss, Mrs Sharp

1243. Public Question Time on matters on the Agenda:  
No members of the public were present.  

1244. Declarations of Members interests and dispensation requests
Cllr Ms McDougall declared an interest in a payment to be authorised at item 1250.  No dispensation requests were received.

1245. Report from Chichester District Councillors
A report had been circulated by Cllr Mr Moss prior to the meeting, copy attached to the hard copy minutes.  Cllr Mr Bates reported that he had attended a briefing on the Southern Gateway project.  The project focus would now be the relocation of the bus garage and depot, freeing up land for housing development.  Land at the police station, post office and court building was no longer included in the project.  The bus garage would relocate to Terminus Road.  An initial proposal to relocate the bus hub to the train station had been rejected by Network Rail, so it was proposed to take out one lane in each direction on Avenue de Chartre to dedicate as a bus lane and hub.  Mr Bates and members of the Council could see that this would lead to considerable congestion, particularly at peak hours.  WSCC Highways calculations showed otherwise. Mr Bates confirmed the proposals would be put to consultation and the Council would have an opportunity to comment.


1246. Report from West Sussex County Councillor
Cllr Mrs Sharp had sent her apologies and not submitted a report.

1247. Minutes of Previous meeting
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 17th July 2023 be approved and that the Chairman sign the same as an accurate record of the meeting.

1248. Matters arising
1248.1. As requested at the previous meeting, the Clerk had written to Gillian Keegan MP regarding the Strategic Roads Network Strategies for England report which indicated work on a bypass would be relegated to RIS4 (2030-2035) pipeline and characterised as due for improvements and upgrading rather than being committed in RIS 3.  No response had been received.  Mr Moss’s meeting with Mrs Keegan, where he had agreed to speak to her on the subject, had been cancelled.

1249. Planning Matters
1249.1. Planning Report – had been circulated.  The meeting noted the report.
1249.2. To ratify all decisions taken under delegated authority dated 5th May 2021 in relation to planning matters.   It was RESOLVED to ratify all decisions.

1250. Finance
1250.1. To receive the Finance report from the Clerk.  It was RESOLVED to note the report. 
1250.2. Approval of payments and authority to sign cheques including updated standing orders.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £2713.75 including £279.60 VAT. 
1250.3. Bank Reconciliations for July & August 2023 would be considered for approval by a Councillor outside the meeting. 
1250.4. To note the completion of the 2022/23 Audit.  The Clerk reported the Audit was now complete and there had been no recommendations from the External Auditor.

1251. Community Infrastructure Levy
1251.1. To receive an update on projects funded by or under consideration for funding through the Community Infrastructure Levy.  
1251.1.1. Improvements to canal towpaths – work was being managed by WSCC.  The Canal Trust had identified the need for a water vole survey before the specification for the work could be drawn up.  CDC were being kept informed so that funds could be allocated.
1251.1.2. Donnington Sculpture Garden – updates to the website were being designed as the final part of the Lead Artist’s work.  A QR code would be attached to the sculptures to let visitors know more about the background to the project.

1252. 20’s Plenty:
1252.1. Mr Davenport had circulated a report for Councillors proposing community engagement to see if there was support for a 20’s plenty scheme in Donnington.  It was RESOLVED that the Donnington Parish Council recognises the City's action and the need for the Council to cooperate in protecting young and vulnerable residents and supports the exploration of residents' attitudes to traffic calming measures, specifically a change to a 20 mph speed limit on certain sections of roads within the parish and to allocate a budget of £100 from reserves to facilitate research.  

1253. GLAM (Green Links Across the Manhood) peninsula map
1253.1. The GLAM group had asked for feedback on a map showing links in the Manhood Peninsula.  Members did not have any additions or alterations to the map.  The Clerk was asked to ask Mr Davenport if he would like to attend the group’s meetings.

1254. Request to improve mobility impaired access at Donnington Sculpture Park 
1254.1. To consider a request from a resident to install grass grid protector to improve access to the sculptures.  Some members felt that grass grid would not be a particularly helpful solution as it did not allow for sufficient grass growth.  RESOLVED:  Clerk to speak with the Council’s grass cutting contractor regarding a solution.
  
1255. Reports from Outside Bodies
1255.1. Manhood Peninsula Partnership and subgroups GLaM and SWISH (Cllrs Paul Morris/Jim Ellis).  
1255.1.1. No updates.

1255.2. Manhood Peninsula Forum
1255.2.1. No updates.

1255.3. WSALC/CDALC (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
1255.3.1. No updates

1255.4. Birdham Traffic Group  - A286 (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
1255.4.1. No updates

1255.5. Police Liaison Groups (Cllr Paul Morris) 
1255.5.1. The Clerk had attended the last meeting and had raised the issue of footage of an individual attempting to gain entry to cars in Donnington.  It had taken an email to the local MP to get action following wide circulation of the footage and a name being supplied.  The Inspector hosting the meeting was unaware of the case and could not comment.


1256. Playing Field Representative Update (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
1256.1. ROSPA report – the Council had received the annual report on the playing field at Wiston Avenue.  It was noted there were no medium or high risk items that needed immediate attention.  The Clerk would speak to Ms Gaymer about the other issues highlighted in the report.
1256.2. Graffiti – the Clerk reported there was graffiti on the toddler play unit.  Cllr Ms McDougall would clear it at the weekend.

1257. Governance
No matters required attention.

1258. Clerk’s report
1258.1. One of the trees at Croy Close that had been planted using funds raised in the community and via grant funding from CDC had been removed without permission from WSCC.  It had been agreed with WSCC that a replacement would be planted in the area.  The Clerk would write to residents advising of the outcome. 

1259. Correspondence
1259.1. There was no further correspondence to discuss.

The meeting closed at 9.00pm               

Next meeting – 13th November 2023       
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