Donnington Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th November 2023 in the Stockbridge Parish Hall commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

Members present

Mr Davenport, Mr Ellis, Mr Hitchin, Ms McDougall, Mr Morris (Chairman) & Mr Padley 

In attendance: 
Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO), 
Cllr Adrian Moss – Chichester District Council


1260. Apologies for Absence
Ms Gaymer sent her apologies due to a surprise trip away.  It was RESOLVED to approve the reason for her absence.  
		

1261. Public Question Time on matters on the Agenda:  
No members of the public were present.  

1262. Declarations of Members interests and dispensation requests
Cllr Mr Morris declared an interest in a payment to be authorised at item 1268.  No dispensation requests were received.

1263. Report from Chichester District Councillors
A report had been circulated by Cllr Mr Moss prior to the meeting, copy attached to the hard copy minutes.  Mr Moss provided some further information regarding the recent lost planning appeals in the ward.  One of the reasons for refusal, which had not been upheld, was the developer’s refusal to pay the contribution of £7,800 per property to fund work on the A27.  This was not a policy in the local plan but a separate planning policy which did not carry sufficient weight in the eyes of the Inspector.  The policy would appear in the new Local Plan and had been consulted on in recent months.  Regarding progress with the Local Plan, Mr Moss had been attending meetings with National Highways to finalise transport policies in the Plan.  Progress had been made, with the principles agreed but there was work to do.  Cllr Ms McDougall asked whether this meant there would be any work on the Stockbridge roundabout which had previously been excluded from Local Plan proposals.  Mr Moss replied that the process for improvement identification would be through the “monitor and manage” group which would be made up of officers from CDC, WSCC and National Highways.  Members expressed concerns that this would not take account of the views of residents.  These concerns had been raised as part of the Reg 19 consultation and the recent SPD consultation on A27 contributions. 
Cllr Mr Moss reported that a Budget Review panel had been set up.  This cross party initiative would take a deep dive into budgets.  In 25/26 it was possible the budget would not be balanced, due in part to pressures on the Council to house those who had lost their private rented accommodation and the costs of providing food waste collections.
A Chichester regeneration scheme had been launched and Donnington would be consulted.


1264. Report from West Sussex County Councillor
Cllr Mrs Sharp had sent her apologies and not submitted a report.

1265. Minutes of Previous meeting
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 11th September 2023 be approved and that the Chairman sign the same as an accurate record of the meeting.

1266. Matters arising
1266.1. Donnington Sculpture Garden – Request To Improve Mobility Impaired Access.  To consider a request to install grass grid protector to improve access. Update. As requested at the previous meeting, the Clerk had asked the grass cutting contractor for advice regarding installation of grass protector to aid mobility impaired access to the Sculpture Garden.  He did not have any strong views on grass protector and confirmed it would not interfere with mowing,  Members felt that the ground was currently in a good condition, particularly considering the amount of rain experienced in recent weeks.  It was agreed to keep the situation under review but to take no action at this time.

1267. Planning Matters
1267.1. Planning Report – had been circulated.  The meeting noted the report.
1267.2. To ratify all decisions taken under delegated authority dated 5th May 2021 in relation to planning matters.   It was RESOLVED to ratify all decisions.

1268. Finance
1268.1. To receive the Finance report from the Clerk.  It was RESOLVED to note the report. 
1268.2. Approval of payments and authority to sign cheques including updated standing orders.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £4268.66 including £20.40 VAT. 
1268.3. Bank Reconciliations for September & October 2023 would be considered for approval by a Councillor outside the meeting. 
1268.4. Budget 2024/25 – a verbal report from the Clerk on the process of preparing the 2024/25 budget and precept request.   A meeting of the Finance Working Party would be set up to agree a draft budget for presentation at the next Council meeting.

1269. Community Infrastructure Levy
1269.1. To receive an update on projects funded by or under consideration for funding through the Community Infrastructure Levy.  
1269.1.1. Improvements to canal towpaths – CDC had requested that WSCC confirm the amount of funds required for the towpath project in order to secure an allocation before the deadline for spending to take place.  WSCC had provided the necessary confirmation and a proposal would be put to members at CDC.
1269.1.2. Hearing Induction Loop support letter – a letter had been sent following agreement by email circulation.
1269.1.3. Donnington Sculpture Garden – updates to the website were being designed as the final part of the Lead Artist’s work.  A meeting had taken place with the website team to explain the new pages required for the site.  Kate Viner was producing a layout and content for checking by the Clerk.  Photographs and video of the launch were available, along with text from the artists explaining their pieces and background to the project.
1270. New Signage For Southfields Close/Manor Close – to consider any feedback for Donnington Parish Council on proposals for additional street nameplates.
1270.1.  Members did not feel the additional signs were necessary, as delivery drivers etc used sat nav to find addresses.  The locations proposed were not particularly suitable:- they would interfere with the visuals of the artwork at the Sculpture Garden or would add to the confusion.  It was suggested that a site visit with the officer might be helpful to address Council concerns.   

1271. 20’s Plenty:
1271.1. Cllr Mr Davenport reported that there were two potential routes to a 20mph speed limit, either a Community Highways Scheme (suitable for multiple roads), or Traffic Regulation Order (suitable for single stretches of road).  The Clerk had contacted Apuldram Parish Meeting to see if they wanted to work with the Council on a wider scheme.  A response was awaited.  Whichever route was followed, evidence of community support would be required.  Cllr Mr Moss shared experiences of other local parishes and agreed to provide some suggested wording for a survey/petition to Mr Davenport.  Mr Davenport proposed a paper based approach rather than an online petition.  

1272. Reports from Outside Bodies
1272.1. Manhood Peninsula Partnership and subgroups GLaM and SWISH (Cllrs Paul Morris/Jim Ellis).  
1272.1.1. Next meeting due in December, nothing further to add following MPP 	project officer update which had been circulated on 15th September.

1272.2. Manhood Peninsula Forum
1272.2.1. No updates.

1272.3. WSALC/CDALC (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
1272.3.1. No updates

1272.4. Birdham Traffic Group  - A286 (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
1272.4.1. No updates

1272.5. Police Liaison Groups (Cllr Paul Morris) 
1272.5.1. The Clerk and Mr Morris had attended the Police Liaison Group meeting.  The Clerk had sent details of a spate of attempted car break-ins that had taken place in Donnington that weekend.


1273. Playing Field Representative Update (Cllr Anna Gaymer)

1274. Governance
No matters required attention.

1275. Clerk’s report
1275.1. request to increase the signage at Wiston Avenue Playing Field regarding the dog control order. It was agreed that additional signage was needed and the Clerk would arrange this.
1275.2. Tree work at The Aylings.  A quote for work to reduce the size of the trees was being sought. 

1276. Correspondence
1276.1. There was no further correspondence to discuss.

The meeting closed at 9.00pm               
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