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Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on 17th July 2023 in the Stockbridge Parish Hall commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

Members present

Mr Ellis, Mr Hitchin, Ms Gaymer, Ms McDougall, Mr Morris (Chairman) & Mr Padley 

In attendance: 
Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO), 
Cllr Sarah Sharp – WSCC
Cllr Adrian Moss  - CDC
Moira Strickland – DPC Tree Warden


1225. Apologies for Absence
Mr Davenport

1226. Public Question Time on matters on the Agenda:  
No members of the public were present.  

1227. Declarations of Members interests and dispensation requests
No declarations or dispensation requests were received.

1228. Report from Chichester District Councillors
A report had been circulated by Cllr Mr Moss prior to the meeting, copy attached to the hard copy minutes.  Mr Moss highlighted the following issues:
Progress with the Local Plan Review would be discussed at CDC’s Full Council meeting being held the following day.  The Regulation 19 consultation had been completed and officers were responding to issues identified through the process.  Clarification was required regarding transport and mitigation issues for the A27.  There had been a large amount of respondents at 2350.  The Council remained on course to submit the plan to the Inspector in Autumn 2023.  It was important to press on with submission as an adopted plan would help defend against speculative development applications across the district as there was currently less than a 5 year housing land supply.  
There would be a vote on a regeneration project for the city centre, to be linked to the Southern Gateway project.  This would be a full review encompassing WSCC and CDC sites.
Members would be considering funding for improvements to toilet facilities in Bosham, Selsey, Witterings and Chichester.  The Tower Street toilets would not be included in the project at this stage as they need more work as the building is unstable.  It is possible they will need to be demolished and replaced.  Cllr Mr Moss was keen to point out that whilst the toilets were out of action, members of the public were able to use the facilities at the Novium museum opposite, even if they were not visiting the museum itself. 
Mr Moss would be meeting Gillian Keegan MP on Friday.


1229. Report from West Sussex County Councillor
A report had been circulated by Cllr Mrs Sharp prior to the meeting and a copy would be attached to the hard copy minutes.  Mrs Sharp drew attention to the following information:
Larger homes for Afghan refugees were being sought as the hotel accommodation currently being used was due to close.  More hosts for Ukrainian families were also sought. 
Cllr Mrs Sharp was disappointed with the Active Travel plan as it concentrated on walking and did not give enough emphasis to the benefits of cycling.
There had been a Full Council meeting the previous day and the subject of pothole repairs had been discussed.  Members of the public were urged to use the online reporting form rather than email as it was much more cost effective for WSCC.  There had been some suggestion that the repair of potholes could be devolved to district and even parish councils.  Cllr Mrs Sharp was not in favour.  Extra funding had been allocated to the repairs.
There was a change to the process for obtaining food vouchers over the school summer holidays. CDC would now be allocated funding and distribution.  It would also be possible for recipients to ask for more than one voucher.  
Cllr Mr Padley raised the issue of the reliability of the RTI boards at the bus stops.  Buses would be shown as being due, with time to arrival decreasing to 2 minutes then “disappearing” from the board.  This was very frustrating for passengers.  Councillors had heard anecdotally that this was because the information was not truly real time, but represented the timetabled service.  Cllr Mrs Sharp urged everyone to report these issues with evidence of times/dates to Stagecoach.  She would raise this issue with the relevant officer at WSCC.

1230. Minutes of Previous meeting
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 15th May 2023 be approved and that the Chairman sign the same as an accurate record of the meeting.

1231. Matters arising
The Clerk confirmed the letter referred to in minute 1216.3 had been sent and a response received.

1232. Planning Matters
1232.1. Planning Report – had been circulated.  The meeting noted the report.
1232.2. To ratify all decisions taken under delegated authority dated 5th May 2021 in relation to planning matters.   It was RESOLVED to ratify all decisions.

1233. Finance
1233.1. To receive the Finance report from the Clerk.  It was RESOLVED to note the report. 
1233.2. Approval of payments and authority to sign cheques including updated standing orders.  It was RESOLVED to approve payments of £4524.35 including £104.40 VAT. Bank Reconciliations for May & June 2023 would be considered for approval by a Councillor outside the meeting. 

1234. Community Infrastructure Levy
1234.1. To receive an update on projects funded by or under consideration for funding through the Community Infrastructure Levy.  Council could consider offering some or all funding for the proposed bus stop CHS via CIL

1235. Community Highways Schemes & 20’s Plenty:
1235.1. Hardstanding at the Bus Stop on Stockbridge Road – to receive an update from Cllr Heather McDougall and to consider approval of an application prepared by her for the scheme (copy circulated).  It was RESOLVED to approve the application subject to a few additional comments regarding Active Travel and replacement/refurbishment of the bus stop pole and sign.  Cllr Ms McDougall agreed to submit the form once these amendments had been made.

1235.2. Speed limit reductions on the A286 – to consider a request from Birdham Parish Council to join an A286 Traffic Group with a view to improving safety for road users (meeting notes from 15t June 2023 supplied by BPC circulated).  It was RESOLVED that the Council would give its support to the group and Mrs Gaymer would attend an initial meeting to learn more.

1235.3. 20’s Plenty:  It has been agreed to defer this item to the September meeting when Cllr Mr Davenport would be present.

1236. Planting at Donnington Sculpture Park 
1236.1. To consider a request from residents to plant around the pergola structure at the Sculpture Park.  Members felt that it was not appropriate at the current time to introduce planting.  The structure had been in place less than a year and Council wanted to make sure there were no issues arising.  The matter could be reviewed, but possibly not for a couple of years.  
  
1237. Reports from Outside Bodies
1237.1. Manhood Peninsula Parnership and subgroups GLaM and SWISH (Cllrs Paul Morris/Jim Ellis).  
No meetings had been attended since the last meeting of the Council.  Minutes had been circulated to all by the Clerk for those meetings missed.

1237.2. Manhood Peninsula Forum
No meetings attended since the last meeting of the Council.


1237.3. WSALC/CDALC (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
CDALC were looking at splitting into northern and southern committees as the issues were very different in the different parts of the district.  Cllr Ms Gaymer’s notes had been circulated.

1237.4. Police Liaison Groups (Cllr Paul Morris) 
The Clerk and Mr Morris had attended the last meeting.  There was nothing to report back at this stage.  Matters regarding antisocial behaviour in Canal Walk had been flagged up and residents reminded to report incidents.

1238. Playing Field Representative Update (Cllr Anna Gaymer)
There were no issues to report.  The RoSPA inspection report was due.

1239. Governance
No matters required attention.

1240. Clerk’s report
1240.1. Removal of graffiti at the canal bridge – A risk assessment had been prepared and agreed with Councillors Mr Hitchin, Mr Morris and Ms McDougall.  Permission had been secured from National Highways, West Sussex County Council and the Canal Trust and a date for work was awaited.
1240.2. National Highways and the A27 at Chichester – an email had been received from County Councillor Pieter Montyn notifying the Council of a new report into the Strategic Roads Network Strategies for England which indicated work on a bypass would be relegated to RIS4 (2030-2035) pipeline and characterised as due for improvements and upgrading rather than being committed in RIS 3.  He suggested DPC consider writing to the MP and SoS for Transport regarding the downgrade given the poor accident data, long road delay times etc.  It was RESOLVED  to write to Gillian Keegan, MP to raise our concerns and ask for the project to be included in RIS 3 again.  Cllr Mr Moss agreed to raise this with Ms Keegan at their meeting that week, and said it would be raised at CDC’s Full Council meeting the following day.  It was further RESOLVED that the content of the letter be delegated to the Chairman and the Clerk to agree.  Cllr Ms McDougall asked that the letter be published on the Council’s Facebook page for awareness as this was a major change which had received no publicity.

1241. Correspondence
1241.1. There was no further correspondence to discuss.

1242. The meeting closed at 9.25pm               

Next meeting – 11th September 2023       
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