Donnington Parish Council

Notice of Annual Parish Electors Meeting
Notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting of Electors for the Parish of Donnington will be held on 9th May 2022 at the Stockbridge Parish Hall commencing at 6.30pm


Agenda for the meeting
 
1.  Minutes of the meeting held 5th May 2021
 
2.  Matters arising from the minutes
 
3.  Chairman’s Report
 
4.  Chichester District Council report

5.  West Sussex County Council report

6.  Questions from electors







All Parish and Town Councils throughout England are required by law to hold an Annual Parish Meeting, which must take place between 1st March and the 1st June. 

Purpose of the Annual Parish Meeting 
The purpose of the meeting is for the Parish Council to explain what it has been doing over the last year and enables electors to have their say on anything they consider to be of importance to the people of the Parish. 

Who can attend the meeting? 
The Annual Parish Meeting is a meeting of all the local government electors of the Parish. It is NOT a Meeting of the Parish Council. Anyone may attend but only registered electors of Donnington Parish may vote.

Donnington Parish Council


Donnington Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Assembly of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 5th May 2021 commencing at 6.30 p.m, held remotely via Zoom. 

Members present


Mr Mark Hitchin (Chairman)
Mr Will Fleming
Ms Anna Gaymer
Mrs Hilda Glossop
Ms Heather McDougall
Mr Paul Morris
Mr Eric Padley
Mr Chris Searle

In attendance:  	

Mr Jamie Fitzjohn (WSCC County Councillor)
Mr Adrian Moss, Mrs Penny Plant, Mr David Rodgers (CDC)
Mrs Nicola Swann (Clerk & RFO)

1. Welcome and Introductions:
Mr Hitchin opened the meeting and welcomed those present.  He introduced himself as the Chairman of the Parish Council and introduced the Members present, Mr Fitzjohn and Councillors present from CDC.  He thanked everyone who had participated in Zoom meetings over the past year.

2. Minutes of last meeting:  
The minutes of the previous Annual Assembly had been circulated.  On a proposal by Cllr Mr Morris seconded by Cllr Mrs Glossop it was agreed that they represented a true record of the previous meeting.
 
3. Matters arising from the previous minutes:
None.

4 Chairman’s Annual Assembly report 2020/21

Councillors:
Mr Hitchin began by thanking Mr John Ridd for his service to the Council.  He had stepped down in May 2020 after 23 years with the Parish Council.  Thanks were also due to Mrs Zoe Neal, who had resigned from the Council during the year.
Mr Hitchin welcomed new Councillors Mr Morris and Mr Searle.  

He also thanked Mr Fitzjohn, WSCC member for Chichester South, who was not seeking re-election.  He particularly wished to thank him for his work on behalf of the Parish in respect of the Local Plan and A27 issues which were of huge importance to Donnington and the wider Chichester district.

Finance and Funding:
Further New Homes Bonus funding had been successfully applied for during the year, along with a variation to the amount held for disabled access to the stage at Stockbridge Parish Hall.  It had not been possible to include the access once the extension works were completed, but the funds had been reallocated to provide new doors which allowed full unaided accessibility for wheelchair users at the hall.  
Grants had been provided to local and national charities that provided services to residents.  In particular, partnership working with St George’s PCC had seen support for St George’s Volunteers, who had helped in the community during the pandemic.  This relationship had been extended, with a Community Partnership Initiative fund being established to facilitate new ways for residents to get together to enjoy activities in the parish now restrictions are lifting. 
Funding from the Community Infrastructure Levy had been used to install a new bus shelter on Stockbridge Road, along with a real time digital information board allowing.  Council was very pleased to have delivered this project, as the issue of sight lines from the old shelter had been a problem for several years.

Council finances were healthy with the remainder of the CIL available to spend on projects in Donnington.

The Council has embarked on a project to delivery Public Art to the Parish, using s106 funds paid by the developers of Canal Walk estate.  A working party had been established, with Councillors and a representative from Canal Walk.  Local artist Kate Viner had been contracted to lead the project.  Artists would be commissioned for artworks to be placed in a “pergola” structure to be installed in Southfields Close.  
  
Partnership working with West Sussex County Council, again using s106 funds from Canal Walk, had seen the completion of resurfacing to two large sections of the Canal towpath.  This had been very well received by residents.   

Planning
The Council had continued to actively oppose the Stockbridge Link Road and the proposals for site AL6 in the Local Plan Review.  Members regularly questioned District and County Council members at meetings, and had most recently written to Susan Taylor, Cabinet member for Planning at CDC, to express their objection on grounds of impact on the Harbour, suitability of the road for a flood plain, noise and other pollution concerns and the potential for a compulsory purchase of land from WSCC for a project clearly at odds with their net zero carbon emissions policy.  Concern was also expressed over the proposed junction improvements for A27 under the scheme.

The Planning Committee had continued to meet virtually during the year.  Applications had, in the main, been for extensions to residential properties.  Members considered the impact of proposals on neighbouring properties and the street scene when deciding whether to support or object to proposals.


Community
Community Speedwatch – an offshoot of DonTAG (Donnington’s Traffic Action Group), the Speedwatch team had purchased their own speed monitoring equipment using a New Homes Bonus grant the previous year.  The team’s work had been hampered by lockdowns and social distancing requirements but it was hoped more use would be made of the equipment now restrictions were being lifted.

The final amount of a legacy from Maurice Stonefrost had been put towards new curtains for the Stockbridge Parish Hall, following its refurbishment over lockdown.  Matched funding was made available to the Hall Committee

[bookmark: _GoBack]Throughout the pandemic, information has been disseminated to the community via the Council’s website and Facebook page.  



Mr Hitchin then introduced Cllr Adrian Moss of Chichester District Council.

5 District Council Report:

Cllr Mr Moss was followed by Cllr Jamie Fitzjohn of WSCC

6 County Council Report:

7 Questions


The meeting then closed at 7.15pm
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